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I stopped halfway through my sentence, 
slightly horrifi ed at the word that had 

come out of my mouth: a very American 
‘tomaydo’ replacing the British ‘tomato’, 
where all consonants are clearly 
enunciated.  All of us around the table in 
Chicago laughed, and then fi ve minutes 
later I said it again.  Maybe it’s proof 
that after eight months, I’m beginning to 
assimilate into American society.

It’s no secret that the USA and the UK are two 
countries divided by a common language, and 
the inevitable ‘tomaydo versus tomato’ debate 
is just one example of how different these two 
versions of English really are.  Pronunciation is 
a minefi eld.  I have to introduce myself to new 
acquaintances as ‘Kaydee’, as I’ve learnt that 
to say ‘Katie’ is to invite at least fi ve minutes of 
puzzled expressions and attempts to decipher 
my name (I’ve been called Casey more often 

than you might imagine).
Where Brits will use a meandering sentence 

peppered with “please” and “sorry”, Americans 
will get straight to the point without pleasantries 
– good manners are not as stringently required 
here.  Here, people call trousers ‘pants’, describe 
a grill as a ‘broiler’, and tell customers in shops 
to “wait on line” instead of “in the queue.” With 
spelling, there are missing letters all over the 
place, and the letter ‘z’ appears when you least 
expect it.  

My tomato incident came just two weeks 
after my brother declared that I had lost my 
Leodhasach accent completely, when he 
overheard me talking on a video with American 
friends and family at a Fourth of July Party – one 
with fi reworks, a rendition of the Star Spangled 
Banner, and extra large (American-style large) 
helpings of food and drink.

But it’s not just the accent that proves I’m 

acclimatising.  I’m now in possession of a Social 
Security Card, the US equivalent of a National 
Insurance number, as well as an offi cial American 
ID.  I should point out that this ID card is not a 
driver’s licence; I can barely cope with driving 
through the centre of Stornoway on a busy 
Friday, let alone navigating the traffi c on fi ve lane 
highways while remembering to stay on the right-
hand side of the road.  That will be a challenge for 
another day (or maybe another year!).

Life as an expat inevitably means that you have 
a foot in two countries, or in my case, a foot on 
each side of the Atlantic.  I may occasionally say 
‘tomaydo’ and fi nd myself calling my handbag 
a ‘purse’, but the arrival of my brother for a two 
week summer holiday had my accent swinging 
back in the right direction, a least for a while.  

On one almost unbearably humid day, I was able to 
exclaim “It’s close!” as opposed to the less dramatic 
“It’s muggy today.”  Like many Gaelic speakers 

abroad, we were able to exchange opinions secretly 
while out and about in New York City, confounding 
shop owners and customers alike.

Showing my only sibling around my adopted 
home has been slightly surreal - here’s my 
favourite restaurant, my preferred supermarket, 
the fastest bus to the middle of Manhattan -  but 
also incredibly comforting.  When you can’t leave 
the country, having friends and family come to 
you is the next best thing.

My brother introduced my American husband 
to fried potatoes for breakfast, and he may have 
also smuggled some Willie John’s pork chop 
tex mex seasoning in his suitcase, alongside 
a cupboard full of Cadbury’s chocolate and 
home baking from a childhood friend.  Really, a 
suitcase full of food and a familiar face is all you 
need for a touch of island living in New York City 
– even when your accent seems set on refusing 
to cooperate!

Katie Macleod's Letter from America - August 2015

"I love the tomaydoes!" –  turning American to the core!
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And it's 
goodbye 

from me…
After fi ve years, 60 columns, and over 

70,000 words, I've decided now is the 
right time to say goodbye to my life/style 
monthly column in EVENTS magazine. 

What started as a bit of a hobby, blossomed 
into a passion for the written word. As my 
confi dence grew over the years, so did my 
writing style; and before I knew it, I was writing 
articles that were no longer just skin deep - 
my interest in the human mind, and the way 
we grow, develop and evolve, will continue to 
fascinate me; this much I know. 

Of course, there were the good old "how to 
avoid the oompa-loompa tan" type-columns in 
the beginning, just to balance things out a bit! 

I would like to thank anyone who has taken 
the time to read my columns, whether it's one 
column or all of them. Also, a thank you to our 
editor at EVENTS, Fred Silver, for his input, 
encouragement and insight over the years - 
I've had a blast!

Terri McGeoghegan xx

By Fred Silver

More than eight years ago, a joint venture 
of public bodies set up something 

called Hebrides.tv, an on-line community 
television station for the Islands.  

A long list of equipment was purchased for 
community use, ignoring the fact that most people 
fi nd using an SLR camera intimidating, let alone 
broadcast-standard video equipment. The service 
remains almost unused.

Around four years ago, EVENTS experimented 
with video coverage of events using a Youtube 
channel. By then, it was perfectly possible, in good 
light,  to achieve acceptable results just using an 
i-Phone as a video camera.   Two factors brought 
the EVENTS experiment to an end – one was the 
unbelievably long upload times for the resulting 
videos and the other was the immense time that 
editing consumed.

If you go to Hebrides.tv and look at some of the 
videos uploaded from meetings, you will see why 
editing is essential.  Recent EVENTS experiments 
with video on Facebook suggest that 20 seconds is 
quite long enough for most people so 44 minutes of 
Roseanna Cunningham at a Crofting Conference 
is not going to be a major crowd-puller!  But times 
are changing…and super high speed broadband 
is about to solve the problem of upload speeds, at 
least in Stornoway and the surrounding villages.

So what about editing and programme-making 
skills?  They are going to be in huge demand as 
the ability to supply local on-line video takes off.  
But who will have them?

For young people there is Digiheb, a fi lm-making 
programme for those between the ages of 13 and 

18.  Young people are supported to make their 
own fi lms through all processes by professional 
practitioners. 

Since 2012, the project has been delivering 
its programme through regular workshops in 
partnership with youth centres in Stornoway.  And 
the group has an annual showcase at An Lanntair 
with the last one taking place on April 20th. The 
fi lms on show ranged from a 90-second animation 
Peg Man to the full-blown 17.5 minute drama, 
Sherbert High.  Some of the resulting fi lms like 
Remember, Tales of a Tenner, G Box, and Monster 
are available online via Vimeo.  

Young people can join Digiheb at any point in the 
programme. The workshops deliver fi lm making 
techniques using broadcast standard equipment. 
A variety of cameras are used ranging from Sony 
ZR to Go-Pro and work covers photography, 
storyboarding, script-writing, acting for camera, 
camera-operation, sound, lighting, editing, 
directing, production and fl oor management.   

Various fi lm genres are developed at Digiheb 
including drama, documentary and animation. 
The workshops provide a wide variety of art form 
training through practical experience. The young 
people do everything required to make the fi lms. 
The aim is to empower participants by building 
their confi dence and extending their creativity

Digiheb tutors Muriel Ann Macleod – producer 
and director – and Jim Hope – cameraman – 
have considerable experience of developing 
professional fi lm and arts projects in rural settings. 
The project also supports young adults over-18 to 
participate in Digiheb as volunteers and support 
the group.  And the fi lm Sherbert High shows what 
can be achieved…and, incidentally, by being so 

professional, slickly conceals the huge amount 
of planning that goes into creating less than 20 
minutes of on-screen drama. 

The action takes place in The Nicolson Institute, 
renamed Sherbert High for the production.  It is 
fast-paced and operates at various levels as 
characters and story-lines interact. There is 
good and effective acting and very creative use 
of camera angles and mixed viewpoints so that 
the viewer's need for constant visual stimulus is 
met.  There is a subtlety to the storyline which can 
easily tantalise the viewer.

But having edited my own ciné fi lms as a 
teenager, and also edited fi lms on Apple's iMovie 
program, I think the main element in editing is 
suffi cient time. Time to decide what to include; 
time to get segments to join up seamlessly; time 
to synchronise background music and action 
sounds; time to create credits and links. Producing 
an item as long and complex as Sherbert High 
is no joke, particularly for volunteers working on 
weekday evenings and Saturdays.

But for schools, youth groups, and -  at the 
other end of the scale – older people's groups, the 
digital age may actually be going to dawn in the 
next two years.  Hebrides.tv could see a trickle of 
submissions turn into a fl ood as people who have 
the time available start to produce their own "tv".

And as for Digiheb, long may it continue.  This 
gives a chance for young people to turn from 
passive consumers of media to producers; from 
readers to practitioners; from wondering how it's 
all done to getting on and doing it.  And in Muriel 
Ann and Jim they have two great enthusiasts to 
lead them.  But not only enthusiasts, they are 
skilled and experienced practitioners. 

Sherbert High and other fi lms from Digiheb


